10. Tenses

~ ™)
To describe everyday actions 4 To. descﬁPe actions
going on in the past
I am always trying to escape . .
the resl issue, I was talking to him about
the robbery.
To describe actions going on
in the present )
He is reading the autobiography
of his grandfather.
To describe certain future actions
The maid will be coming tomorrow
to collect her wages.
> _ :
' TENSES '
lDenoted through verbs
What happened yesterday What happens today What wil happen tomorrow
SIMPLE CONTINUOUS PERFECT CONTINUOUS
TENSES TENSES TENSES TENSES
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Present Perfect Continuous
Subject + Has been/Have been +

Main Verb (gerund form) + object

To describe an action that began
at a certain moment in the past
and is still continuing in the present

I have been living in New
Delhi for three years.

Past Perfect Continuous
Subject + Had been + Main Verb
(gerund form) + Object

To describe an action that was
taking place sometimes in the

PERFECT past, before another action
CONTINUOUS He had been waiting for
TENSES over an hour before Henry
arrived.

Future Perfect Continuous
Subject + Will have been + Main
Verb (gerund form) + Object

To describe an action that will be
taking place at some moment
in the future, before another action

I will have been waiting for her for
more than three hours when her
plane arrives.

To describe an action completed
in the recent past

I have finished the portrait.

To describe an action completed
in the past before another action
in the past

PERFECT
TENSES

The boys had left by the time
I reached the playground.

To describe an action that will be
completed at some point of time in
the future

I will have finished my lunch.
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To describe everyday actions \To describe habits in the past

Urvashi drinks coffee in the evenings. | He always missed his swimming lessons.

To describe facts / \ To describe actions in the past

I am a total failure. )

\ Nail left for London yesterday afternoon.

To describe future actions

She will confess in court tomorrow.
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